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Question 17
Can the first-time registrant by mail who voted by
provisional ballot show identification after voting?
Yes, that voter will have up until two days after the election to show
identification to the County Commissioner of Registration during
regular business hours.
If this voter does not present identification by this deadline, the provisional
ballot will not be counted.

Question 18
What if a registered voter cannot go to the polling
place on election day?
Under New Jersey law, any voter  can vote by absentee ballot for any election.

An application must be sent to the County Clerk. You can download an appl-
ication at www.NJElections.org or call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837).

Question 19
Can a voter who votes by absentee or provisional ballot
find out if the ballot was counted?
Yes, the voter can call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837) after the
election to find out whether the ballot was counted or the reason it was
rejected. A letter will be sent to the voter’s address by the County Board
of Election with this information.
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Voter Restoration Handbook

Your Right to Vote

In New Jersey, any person
who is no longer in prison
or on parole or probation,
can register to vote.

Voting is Freedom. Reclaim Your Right. Register & Vote.
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Dear Fellow New Jerseyan:

Voting is one of the most sacred rights we have
in America. In order to keep our country free and
strong, we need the full participation of all of our
eligible citizens. Did you know that in New Jersey,
unlike some other states, ex-felons are not forever
barred from voting? Any person who is no longer in
prison or on probation or parole, can register to vote.

As the State’s Chief Election Official, it is my duty
to reach out to all of our citizens about the oppor-
tunity to vote. This handbook was prepared for
anyone who is an ex-felon and would like to become
a registered voter in New Jersey. It details the
State’s voting qualifications, the registration
process and voting procedures.

If you are an ex-felon, I encourage you to take the
time to read this handbook and to register to vote.
Voter registration is easy in New Jersey. Voting is
simple. Your vote, however, can have great impact
on our government and on issues that are impor-
tant to all of us, such as education, jobs, safe
water and health services.

By voting, you can add your voice to deciding on
who our elected leaders will be. Your vote does count.

Be Powerful, Be Heard.
Register and Vote, New Jersey.

Peter C. Harvey
Attorney General of New Jersey

Message from

Attorney General,
Peter C. Harvey

Voter Restoration Handbook

the Attorney General
Voting
Question 14

How does a voter know where his or her polling place is?
Every voter is sent a sample ballot, no later than a week before the
election, which gives the address of the polling place.
The Municipal Clerk or the County Board of Election office can also
provide this information.

Question 15
Do voters need to show identification before voting at
the polling place on election day?
A first-time registrant by mail who did not provide identification (see #8)
before voting for the first time, will have to show identification at the polling
place in order to vote in the voting machine.
Any voter may be challenged at the polling place by a  challenger who
believes the voter is not qualified to vote. That voter may have to show
identification at the request of the poll workers in order to resolve the challenge.
It is a good idea for all voters to bring identification to the polling place in
case it is needed.

Question 16
What if a first-time registrant by mail did not provide
identification before voting at the polling place for the first
time and shows up at the polling place without identification?
That voter must vote by provisional ballot. He or she can not vote in
the voting machine.

Voter Restoration Handbook

Questions& Answers

5



Voter Restoration Handbook

Questions& Answers
Voter Registration Requirements
Question 1

Who can register to vote?
Any person who is:
1. A United States citizen,
2. 18 years of age by the next election,
3. a resident of New Jersey at least 30 days before the election, and
4. not serving a sentence, or on probation or parole as the result of a

felony conviction.

Question 2
Can someone register to vote if he or  she has been
charged with a crime, but not yet convicted?
Yes. In addition, any person who is a pre-trial detainee does not lose the
right to vote while he or she is awaiting trial, even if the person is in jail.

Question 3
Can someone who is out on bail pending appeal of a
conviction be eligible to register and vote?
Yes. Because this person is not in prison while his or her appeal is
pending, he or she is eligible to register and vote.

Question 4
How does someone register to vote?
A voter registration application must be completed.
Voter registration forms are available for download on the Internet at
www.NJElections.org and are also available in the offices of the County
Commissioners of Registration (a list of the names and addresses of
New Jersey’s 21 County Commissioners of Registration can be found at
www.NJElections.org), Municipal Clerk offices and the agency offices
of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (www.nj.gov/mvc).
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Question 11
Where is the completed voter registration form sent?
Completed voter registration applications can go to the State Division
of Elections or the Office of the County Commissioner of Registration in
the county in which you live.
The form can be mailed or hand-delivered to one of these offices.

Question 12
Is there a deadline to register to vote before an election?
Yes, the registration deadline is 29 days before the election.
A mailed voter registration form that is postmarked on or before the
29th day before the election is considered on time.
A mailed voter registration form, without any postmark, is considered
on time if it is received by the office of the County Commissioner of
Registration or the Division of Elections no later than four days after
the registration deadline.

Question 13
Who decides if the application is accepted?
The County Commissioner of Registration will review the form.
The Commissioner will notify the registrant, by mail, if the form has
been accepted or if there are any defects.
The registrant will have the opportunity to correct any errors so that the form
will be accepted.
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Question 5.
What are the requirements to complete the form?
The registrant should fill out the form by printing clearly in black or blue
ink. The form may be difficult to process if this is not done.
All the sections that apply to the registrant must be completed, including
the birth date and the signature.
There are also check-off boxes at the top of the form that must be
completed. The registrant can also use the form to ask for information
on absentee voting, becoming a board worker, polling place accessibility
or voting if the registrant has a disability.

Question 6
Is it legal to get assistance in completing the form?
Yes. Another person can help in filling out a voter registration form.
That person must provide his or her name and address on section
10 of the form.

Question 7
Can a voter registration form be used to declare
political party membership?
No, a separate political party affiliation form must be completed. This form
is included in the packet.

Question 8
Does a voter have to re-register to vote if he or she
moves within the State?
If a voter moves between counties, he or she must re-register in
the new county.
If a voter moves within the county, he or she should notify the County
Commissioner of Registration of the new address. This will assure that
the voter’s name will be in the right poll book when he or she votes.

Question 9.
Are there any identification requirements to
register to vote?
If a person is registering to vote by mail for the first time and has never
voted in a federal election in the county of registration, he or she must
provide identification information with the voter registration form. Section
9 of the form allows this registrant to provide either his or her driver’s license
number or the last four numbers of his or her social security number. These
numbers will be verified by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.
The registrant will be notified if the numbers can not be matched.
If the first-time registrant by mail does not provide any such set of numbers,
he or she can include a copy of an identifying document with the voter
registration form. Examples of an identifying document are listed in the
instructions section of the voter registration form.

Question 10
What if the registrant, by mail, does not provide
identification before voting?
If the first time registrant by mail does not provide any identification
before voting for the first-time, he or she will have to show identification
at the polling place on election day. If this registrant is voting for the first
time by absentee ballot, he or she will have to include a copy of an
identifying document with the absentee ballot.
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Voter Restoration Handbook

Questions& Answers
Voter Registration Requirements
Question 1

Who can register to vote?
Any person who is:
1. A United States citizen,
2. 18 years of age by the next election,
3. a resident of New Jersey at least 30 days before the election, and
4. not serving a sentence, or on probation or parole as the result of a

felony conviction.
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right to vote while he or she is awaiting trial, even if the person is in jail.

Question 3
Can someone who is out on bail pending appeal of a
conviction be eligible to register and vote?
Yes. Because this person is not in prison while his or her appeal is
pending, he or she is eligible to register and vote.

Question 4
How does someone register to vote?
A voter registration application must be completed.
Voter registration forms are available for download on the Internet at
www.NJElections.org and are also available in the offices of the County
Commissioners of Registration (a list of the names and addresses of
New Jersey’s 21 County Commissioners of Registration can be found at
www.NJElections.org), Municipal Clerk offices and the agency offices
of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (www.nj.gov/mvc).

1

Question 11
Where is the completed voter registration form sent?
Completed voter registration applications can go to the State Division
of Elections or the Office of the County Commissioner of Registration in
the county in which you live.
The form can be mailed or hand-delivered to one of these offices.

Question 12
Is there a deadline to register to vote before an election?
Yes, the registration deadline is 29 days before the election.
A mailed voter registration form that is postmarked on or before the
29th day before the election is considered on time.
A mailed voter registration form, without any postmark, is considered
on time if it is received by the office of the County Commissioner of
Registration or the Division of Elections no later than four days after
the registration deadline.

Question 13
Who decides if the application is accepted?
The County Commissioner of Registration will review the form.
The Commissioner will notify the registrant, by mail, if the form has
been accepted or if there are any defects.
The registrant will have the opportunity to correct any errors so that the form
will be accepted.

Voter Restoration Handbook

Questions& Answers

4



Dear Fellow New Jerseyan:

Voting is one of the most sacred rights we have
in America. In order to keep our country free and
strong, we need the full participation of all of our
eligible citizens. Did you know that in New Jersey,
unlike some other states, ex-felons are not forever
barred from voting? Any person who is no longer in
prison or on probation or parole, can register to vote.

As the State’s Chief Election Official, it is my duty
to reach out to all of our citizens about the oppor-
tunity to vote. This handbook was prepared for
anyone who is an ex-felon and would like to become
a registered voter in New Jersey. It details the
State’s voting qualifications, the registration
process and voting procedures.

If you are an ex-felon, I encourage you to take the
time to read this handbook and to register to vote.
Voter registration is easy in New Jersey. Voting is
simple. Your vote, however, can have great impact
on our government and on issues that are impor-
tant to all of us, such as education, jobs, safe
water and health services.

By voting, you can add your voice to deciding on
who our elected leaders will be. Your vote does count.

Be Powerful, Be Heard.
Register and Vote, New Jersey.

Peter C. Harvey
Attorney General of New Jersey

Message from

Attorney General,
Peter C. Harvey
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Voting
Question 14

How does a voter know where his or her polling place is?
Every voter is sent a sample ballot, no later than a week before the
election, which gives the address of the polling place.
The Municipal Clerk or the County Board of Election office can also
provide this information.

Question 15
Do voters need to show identification before voting at
the polling place on election day?
A first-time registrant by mail who did not provide identification (see #8)
before voting for the first time, will have to show identification at the polling
place in order to vote in the voting machine.
Any voter may be challenged at the polling place by a  challenger who
believes the voter is not qualified to vote. That voter may have to show
identification at the request of the poll workers in order to resolve the challenge.
It is a good idea for all voters to bring identification to the polling place in
case it is needed.

Question 16
What if a first-time registrant by mail did not provide
identification before voting at the polling place for the first
time and shows up at the polling place without identification?
That voter must vote by provisional ballot. He or she can not vote in
the voting machine.
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Question 17
Can the first-time registrant by mail who voted by
provisional ballot show identification after voting?
Yes, that voter will have up until two days after the election to show
identification to the County Commissioner of Registration during
regular business hours.
If this voter does not present identification by this deadline, the provisional
ballot will not be counted.
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What if a registered voter cannot go to the polling
place on election day?
Under New Jersey law, any voter  can vote by absentee ballot for any election.

An application must be sent to the County Clerk. You can download an appl-
ication at www.NJElections.org or call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837).
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Yes, the voter can call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837) after the
election to find out whether the ballot was counted or the reason it was
rejected. A letter will be sent to the voter’s address by the County Board
of Election with this information.
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